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Psalm 126 (Stewardship of Talent Part II) 
 
A little holy humor to put my homily into context. 
 
One day a couple of kids were walking through the cafeteria line 
    over at our parish school.  
 At the beginning of the line there was a basket of apples 
     with a sign that read, “Take only one. God is watching.” 
  At the end of the line there was a tray of chocolate chip cookies, 
     One boy turned to the other and said,  
        “Take all you want, God’s watching the apples.” 
 
Last weekend we kicked off our annual Stewardship of Talent Drive  
   By passing out our ministry booklet. 
I love looking through that booklet because it reminds me  
   that we have a lot going on in our parish. 
As I look at what all we are doing, it reminds me of why we do it! 
    And we do it to build up the kingdom of God. 
To make Christ present, here and now,  
    in this faith community and in the Sellersburg area. 
That is our charge. That is our mission. 
 
My homily last week focused on using our gifts in service to others. 
   “If you want to be greatest in the kingdom of God,  
        you must be the servant of all.”  
The Christian life is all about service. 
 
Today, I want to do something I don’t often do when I preach, 
  I want to focus on one of the Psalms. 
Psalm 126 is the Psalm of the day. Jesse is doing a seasonal Psalm instead  
   but I want to focus on a line out of  Psalm 126 which reminds us:  
     The Lord has done great things for us, we are filled with joy. 
 

Stewardship really begins with that phrase.  
  It’s about gratitude for who we are and what God has given to us. 
 

There is a story told about a father who asked his son 
   to say grace before dinner one night. 
The little guy eyed every dish that was on the table, and then said, 
   “Lord, I don’t like the looks of it, but I thank you for it anyway! Amen” 



Perhaps there is a little bit of us in that little boy. 
   We aren’t always satisfied with what we have. 
       We think we will be happier when we get a raise… 
          We think we will be happier when we get the bigger house… 
             We think we will be happier when we get the better job… 
           We think we will be happier when we reach our retirement… 
And we spend so much energy thinking about and planning on the time  
   later in our lives when we will be happy,  
      that we forget to be happy right now. 
 
One of the surest signs that someone “gets it” with regard to stewardship  
    is that, like the little boy, even if they don’t like the looks of it,  
       they thank God anyway. 
 
Are you able to proclaim like the psalmist,  
   The Lord has done great things for me, I am filled with joy? 
 
That’s the beginning of Stewardship, but it is only the beginning. 
 
Being grateful is the beginning, but being a Christian Steward  
  is also about taking care of what we have. 
    Responsibly caring for that which we have been given. 
  It’s good stewardship when regularly change the oil in our car… 
    because that will help our car last longer. 
      It’s good stewardship when we don’t give in to the temptation  
        to borrow our way into prosperity, but choose to live within our means. 
It’s good stewardship to teach our children how to properly care  
    for what they have, their toys, their allowance  
      or other money they might receive or earn. 
Good stewardship is about taking care of what we have. 
 
Finally, being a Christian Steward is about returning to God.  
     At this time of year in our parish we focus on the stewardship of talent… 
How we Go Beyond Sunday with the sharing of our talent. 
    Last week, you were invited to use the ministry book we distributed 
         and to fill out a Ministry Opportunity Form.      
 
For those of you who weren’t here last week  
    there are extra booklets with forms in them in the pews. 
 



In a moment, I will invite those of you who have the forms already filled out 
     to bring them forward and place them in the baskets  
           here in the front of Church.   
 
For those who maybe missed last weekend or forgot to bring it back  
     this weekend, I invite you to take a moment 
        and complete one of the extra forms. 
 
We will sing the Servant Song while you take the time to fill it out 
    and bring it up and deposit it in the baskets here in front.  
Please join in singing the Servant Song, #377  
    
  
 


